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AGRICULTURE

Low-quality
rice auction
to go ahead

PHUSADEE ARUNMAS

The government Is moving ahead with its
planned auction of low-quality rice for
industrial use despite calls from surveyors
to suspend the auction.

Not all the grains to be auctioned
are spolled or low quality, according to
the surveyors.

Duangporn Rodphaya, director-general
of the Forelgn Trade Department, vester-
day said her agency would call the first
auction for 37,412 tonnes of low-quality
rice for industrial use from Nov 30 to Dec
1 as planned.

The rice to be put up for auction for
industrial use is no longer fit for human or
animal consumption, she sald.

It is now stored in 10 warehouses af
the Public Warehouse Organization and
the Marketing Organization for Farmers
in seven provinces — Nakhon Pathom,
Nakhon 8i Thammarat, Nakhon Ratch-
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asima, Surin, Phitsanulok, Chai Nat and
Nakhon Sawan.

Mrs Duangporn also insisted the timing
and amount of the auction were appropri-
ate to prevent any impact on domestic
miarket prices.

The disposal is aimed at cutting the
state’s inancial burden in stockpiling and
writing off low-quality rice from the market.

To ensure transparency, officials of the
Internal Trade Department, which is also
involved, will work closely with related par-
ties to ensure the delivery goes directly for
industrial use such as ethanol or bioplastic
production, Mrs Duangporm said.

The Commerce Ministry last
werk reported that during the 18 months
the National Council for Peace and Order
had administered the country, the minis-
try had sold 5 million tonnes of high-qual-
ity rice from a combined 18.7 million tonnes
amassed from previous rice schemes, fetch-
ing 52.3 billion baht.

Of the 18.7 million tonnes, 12 million
tonnes were categorised as Grade P, mean-
ing the grains had passed ministry certifi-
cation and were a mix of Grades A and B,

Grades A and B are defined as in slightly
poor condition and In need of sorting oul
for iImprovement. Some 6 million tonnes
wiere rated as substandard or Grade C,

Missing rice and rice stored outside
the state’s central warehouses totalled
T00,000 tonnes.
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